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REVIEWS OF BOOKS 

BOOKS OF ANCIENT HISTORY 

Development of Religion and Thought in Ancient Egypt. Lectures 
delivered on the Morse Foundation at Union Theological Semi- 
nary, by James Henry Breasted, Ph.D., Professor of Egypt- 
ology and Oriental History, University of Chicago. (New York : 
Charles Scribner's Sons. 1912. Pp. xviii, 379.) 
In this series of lectures Professor Breasted has attempted to recon- 
struct the historical development of Egyptian religion in its relation to 
life and thought in a manner made familiar by similar efforts in the field 
of Hebrew religion. The same principles of textual, literary, and his- 
torical criticism are applied. Thus the integrity of the transmitted text 
is carefully examined, later modifications, interpolations, and additions 
are looked for, the characteristic tendencies of thought and practice in 
each period are observed, and the general trend of development is de- 
pended upon, to some extent, in the • dating of the documents. Such 
principles and methods may indeed be seen in varying measures in all the 
works devoted to Egyptian religion, whether by Bunsen, Brugsch, Strauss 
and Torney, and Budge, or by Eduard Meyer, Erman, Maspero, Naville, 
Lefebure, Wiedemann, Steindorff, and W. Max Muller. But it may be 
doubted whether the criticism has ever been so searching and radical, 
and the reconstruction so comprehensive, within its self-imposed limits, 
so ingenious, logically consistent, and amply supported by documentary 
proofs. It is natural that the result should resemble that in Biblical 
criticism. Some positions need only be stated to carry conviction, even 
though they be of the nature of scientific conjecture. Such, for instance, 
are those referring to interpolations in the interest of the Osirian cult. 
Others leave the reader in doubt as to the legitimacy of what may seem to 
him too far-reaching conclusions. 

Professor Breasted has rendered a real service by basing the most im- 
portant part of his lectures upon the texts from the fifth and sixth dynas- 
ties found at Sakkara, and on what he calls the Coffin Texts, chiefly 
from the eleventh and twelfth dynasties. The Pyramid Texts, published 
by Maspero thirty years ago, had not been translated into English. The 
appearance of an improved edition by Sethe in 191 1 gave a more secure 
basis for translation and discussion, and Professor Breasted's excellent 
renderings and careful evaluation of much of this material were, there- 
fore, a timely and welcome contribution. The Coffin Texts, more re- 
cently published by Lacau, Budge, and Maspero, had only been sporadic- 
ally discussed; and Professor Breasted's translations and comments are 
of great value. 

( J 33) 
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No historian will question the close relation Professor Breasted em- 
phasizes between the political and social development and the growth of 
religious ideas and practices. The stress upon the solar cult is no doubt 
connected with the first national organization ; the rise of scepticism and 
social discontent may indeed be among the results of the provincial organ- 
ization in the feudal age; and the later expansion of the empire cannot 
have been without its influence upon the tendencies toward monotheism. 

More evidence may perhaps be needed to substantiate the assumed 
development of thought concerning the future life and the struggle be- 
tween a popular Osiris cult, not fathered by strong royal and priestly in- 
terests, and the official cult of the state. But the suggestion of a grad- 
ual " Osirianization " is as alluring as it is grandiose. 

There is no need of an apology for the popular style of these lectures. 
It is popular in the best sense. Always dignified and worthy of the sub- 
ject, it sometimes- rises to a beauty and eloquence rarely met with in the 
treatment of Egyptian life and thought by scholars competent to deal 
with the material at first hand. Professor Breasted is an historian who 
is able to conjure up the life of a past age and make it live before his 
audience without losing touch with the recorded facts; and his ability 
to refer constantly to the great collection of records he has himself made 
available to men of English speech makes it possible for him to dispense 
with cumbersome quotations of scattered texts and versions. Occa- 
sionally his boundless enthusiasm and his extraordinary gift of vivid 
presentation lead him to make statements that may seem venturesome 
to more cautious students. He is a sincere believer in the chronological 
system elaborated by Eduard Meyer and accepts, as does the Berlin 
school generally, the conclusions of the great historian as regards both 
Babylonia and Egypt. Hence very precise dates are assigned to kings of 
the fourth and the twelfth dynasties, giving what must be feared to be 
but an illusive appearance of accuracy; the later date of Babylonian civ- 
ilization is taken for granted, and there are numerous allusions to the 
priority of the Egyptians. " The moral mandate, indeed, was felt earlier 
in Egypt than anywhere else" (p. 5) ; a man born under Sesostris II. 
lived in " an age when for the first time in history men have awakened 
to a deep sense of the unworthiness of society " (p. 202) ; the period 
1300-1100 B. C. is the "earliest known age of personal piety in a deep 
spiritual sense" (p. 6), are only a few of these. In connection with 
this there is a tendency to trace back to Egyptian influence all sorts of 
religious ideas. Surely, there is no very close connection between the 
notion that Ptah thinks before he acts and the philosophical logos-doc- 
trine of Heraclitus, the Stoics, and Philo. It is difficult to see either 
" prophecy " or " Messianism " in Ipuwer's complaint that Re who once 
ruled over the people does not show his might as of yore. Much con- 
fusion would be saved by limiting the term " Messianic prophecy " to 
predictions of a coming Messiah. The idea (pp. 246 f.) that Plato may 
have derived from Egyptian sources the conception of the Suffering 
Just and the dialogue as a form of literature does not appeal to the 
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reviewer as plausible. The evidence adduced for the translation " As- 
cending by Day from the Nether World" (p. 276), and the illuminating 
discussion of the term "ka" (pp. 52 ff., with which the article by 
Henri Sottas, Sphinx, April, 1913, pp. 33 ff., may now be compared) de- 
serve special mention. There are many phases of Egyptian religion and 
thought that are not touched upon in this volume; but what it gives 
is so instructive and thought-provoking that no student of Egyptian his- 
tory can afford not to read it. 

Nathaniel Schmidt. 

Manuel d' Archeologie Prehistorique Celtique et Gallo-Romaine. 
Par Joseph Dechelette, Conservateur du Musee de Roanne, 
Correspondarit de l'lnstitut. Tome II., Deuxieme partie. Arche- 
ologie Celtique ou Protohistorique. (Paris: Alphonse Picard 
et Fils. 1913. Pp. viii, 513-910; 160.) 

The successive volumes of Dechelette's Manuel are fulfilling the 
promise of the first. They are all characterized by a wealth of material, 
presented systematically and lucidly, and discussed with broad and sound 
scholarship. The most recent installment of the work, the second part 
of volume II., deals with the early Iron Age, the so-called Hallstatt 
period. This may be dated, roughly speaking, between 1000 and 500 
B. C, and covers an epoch of great importance for the Celtic peoples, 
with whom M. Dechelette's treatise is chiefly concerned. 

It is impossible to summarize here the contents of so extensive a work, 
or to do more than give a brief indication of its scope and character. 
In the earlier chapters the author deals with the transition from the 
Bronze Age and with the beginnings of iron-working in various parts of 
the ancient world. Next he takes up the early history of the Celts, giv- 
ing an admirable survey of what is known or believed about their origin, 
geographical distribution, and different migrations. He shows full ac- 
quaintance with the pertinent historical and philological material ; indeed, 
his long foot-note on pages 558 ff. is one of the best compact surveys we 
have seen of the literature of this subject. Then the author sets forth 
the main general features of the Hallstatt period and its chronological 
subdivisions. After these introductory chapters he takes up in detail the 
archaeology of the age, passing in review all the more important phases 
of its civilization, its burial sites, villages, fortifications, armor, clothing, 
and minor objects of use or- adornment. Especially full are his accounts 
of the tumuli (geographically classified), the forms of the sword (com- 
pared with the types in use in southern Europe), and the vitrified and 
calcinated walls, the exact purpose and the construction of which are 
still subjects of dispute. The chapter on bronze vases has particular 
bearing on the problems of early Greek influence. 

This volume, like those which preceded it, represents a great labor 
of compilation, based upon a vast and rapidly growing archaeological 
literature, but it is much more than a compilation, and contains in great 



